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Word from the chair

Dear NVR members,

Hopefully everyone had an enjoyable vacation. There are probably also members who still have a late summer holiday

ahead.

Through this newsletter, | would like to inform you about the most relevant points from the past months and update you on

new developments/activities of our association.

On June 7, more than 40 members participated in a company visit to
SRON at their new locationin Leiden. There were particularly interesting N RO N
presentations about SRON's projects (astronomy, earth observations, ]
Netherlands Institute for Space Research

exoplanets, etc.), and we were given a tour of the various facilities and F (ctrl) =

laboratories.
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On June 18, we held our annual General Assembly (ALV) af a unique location: the Lorentz Hall of Leiden University, where

Albert Einstein also gave lectures. A welcome address was given by Prof. Dr. S.J. (Steven) Truxal, Professor of Air and Space

Law and Head of the International Institute of Air and Space Law.

The main agenda items included the presentations of the secretarial and financial annual reports, presentations from the

various NVR committees, an overview of the results of the members' survey, the (re-)appointment of the board, the approval


https://www.sron.nl/
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of the 2024 budget, and the financial planning for 2025/2026. During the budget presentation, approval was also given for
the renewal of the NVR website and the rebranding of the NVR logo. The ALV granted discharge to the board of 2023.

Afterwards, there was a nice reception. A special word of thanks goes to Tanja Masson and Natasha Meeuwisse for their

logistical support in organizing this ALV.
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On June 19, the board was invited by the NIN (Netherlands Institute of Navigation) to join a presentation at the HCC (Harbor

Coordination Center) in Rotterdam. The HCC coordinates all tasks necessary for the safe, effective, and efficient handling
of maritime traffic in the Port of Rotterdam and the coastal approach area. It was a very interesting meeting, and it is likely

that an NVR members' visit will be organized here in the future.

On July 9, the first launch of the Ariane é was successful. In the next issue of our magazine Ruimtevaart, we hope to feature
an in-depth interview with ESA Director of Space Transportation, Toni Tolker-Nielsen, about the first and upcoming Ariane 6

launches and the forthcoming launch of VEGA-C.

On August 30, in collaboration with the NRM (National Space Museum), a major event

was held at the Aviodrome in Lelystad to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
launch of the first Dutch satellite, ANS (Astronomical Netherlands Satellite). Before the
break, we heard wonderful stories from the pioneers and key players involved in the
development, launch, and operations of the satellite (Reinder van Duinen, Martin
Lamers, Ad Vialle, John Heise, and Piet van Otterloo). After the break, there was a
presentafion by Joost Carpay (NSO), followed by a panel discussion with Kees
Buijsrogge (TNO), Arnaud van Kleef (NLR), Jan Willem den Herder (SRON), Max Collon
(SRON), and Frank Meiboom (Airbus NL).

Over 140 guests attended, and during the start of the day (welcoming of guests), the

break and afterwards with the reception, there were plenty of opportunities for the

guests to reminisce and discuss the current state of the Dufch space industry.


https://www.navnin.nl/new/
https://www.nationaalruimtevaartmuseum.nl/
https://www.aviodrome.nl/en
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From September 30 to October 6, the NL Space Week will be held. As usual, the NVR will be present with a stand at the ESTEC
Open Day on October 6. During this week, more than 70 astronauts will be in the Netherlands for various activities (see our
Ruimtevaart magazine, edition 2024/2 for an extensive interview with André Kuipers). On Friday, October 4, there will be the

premiere of Andre’s latest film ‘Beyond — Ode to the Earth’ at the Ziggo Dome in Amsterdam, for which many NVR members

have registered to attend.

Finally, I would like to bring three more events to your attention:

e September 19 - Summer Space Drinks in Delft

e October?2, You're too cute to be an astronaut, Theatre de Muze, Noordwijk

Discount code for members, 2nd ticket half price, discount code: SPACE
e  October 8-9 - Systems Workforce Summit, TU Delft
e November 14, NVR / NIN, at NLR Amsterdam (Navigation LEO PNT) —info to follow

e December 3 - Discover Your Space (10th edition), TU Delft —info to follow

| hope to see you at one of our events.

Pieter van Beekhuizen
Chairman NVR


https://www.nlspacecampus.eu/nlspaceweek/
https://www.esa.int/About_Us/ESTEC/ESA_Open_Days_2024
https://www.esa.int/About_Us/ESTEC/ESA_Open_Days_2024
https://ziggodome.nl/events/87779f12-98b2-4735-93bc-880cf0b3fb7c?pageFrom=agenda
https://www.ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/events/nvr-space-summer-drinks/
https://demuze.nl/programma/you-re-too-cute-to-be-an-astronaut
https://systems-workforce.eu/

