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Nog te Nog  

Dear NVR members, 

 

The new year has started, so it's time for a new newsletter! 

In this newsletter you will receive an update of the activities within our association 

and the developments within the various committees. 

If you have any questions, please contact the secretariat (info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl) 

 

Enjoy reading! 

In this edition 
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1. Word from the chair 
 

The year 2025 is already more than two months old, and the global landscape now looks completely different than 

when we started the year. This applies not only to the geopolitical situation but also to space exploration, where 

new developments emerge daily. Amid all the uncertainties, it is becoming increasingly clear that Europe will need 

to pursue its own, more independent course, especially in the fields of space exploration and defense. 

 

International cooperation is under pressure. The symbol of this collaboration in space exploration, the International 

Space Station, may face an early termination. The future of the Artemis program, particularly the missions to the 

Moon and the Lunar Gateway, is being reassessed. The same applies to the Mars Sample Return mission. 

 

Fortunately, there are also positive signs. Europe has regained autonomous access to space with Ariane and VEGA, 

and many new smaller rockets are ready for launch. ISAR, RFA, MAIA, PLD Space, TEC, HyImpulse, Orbex, and 

Latitude are set to have their first launches this year or next year. 

 

At the Commission level, the signing of the IRIS2 contract is of great importance. The further expansion of the Galileo 

system, particularly LEO-PNT, represents a significant development. The Copernicus program remains the most 

extensive Earth observation program focused on climate and will become even more crucial as other parties cancel 

or reduce their contributions to new projects. 
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For the Netherlands, there are fortunately promising developments. The government has approved the conclusions 

of the LTR (Long-Term Space Agenda), and hopefully, this will be reflected in the Dutch contribution to ESA during 

the Ministerial Conference in Bremen this November. In the field of defense, the signing of the PAM-1 project (FSO, 

VDL, Axient, Cosine, etc.) was an important milestone. Additionally, a contract was signed between the Ministry of 

Defense and ISISpace for the development, construction, and operation of satellites. Another major success was 

the signing of a contract between Airbus and MDA (Canada) for the delivery of 200 Sparkwing solar panels. 

 

Important news for the Dutch space sector: the Amsterdam Space Symposium will take place on March 3-4, 2026. 

Hopefully, many NVR members will be present at this event. 

 

Updates on the NVR itself: 

• On February 22, the board met to discuss the Strategic Policy Plan 2025–2028. This plan will be presented to 

the members during the General Assembly (ALV). 

• The ALV will take place on Tuesday, June 10, at CGI Nederland in Rotterdam, starting at 17:00. You will 

receive the official invitation in May. 

• The new NVR website is almost ready, featuring our new NVR house style and logo! Next year, NVR will 

celebrate its 75th anniversary, and members will be informed in due time about various plans. More details 

will also be shared during the ALV. 

• Regarding the committees within the association, we urgently need additional support in our 

‘Communication & Social Media’ and ‘Website & IT’ committees. If you are interested in volunteering, 

please contact our secretariat at info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl. 

 

Finally, according to ESO (European Southern Observatory), observations with the Very Large Telescope in Chile 

have almost completely ruled out the possibility of the asteroid 2024YR4 impacting Earth in 2032—so that's good 

news! 

 

Pieter van Beekhuizen 

Chairman NVR 

 

2. Update Secretariat / Treasurer 
 

As of January 1, 2025, the regular membership fees remain unchanged. This means that the annual fee for a regular 

membership remains €40. The paid student membership (including the printed Ruimtevaart magazine) stays at €30 

per year, and the fee for members residing abroad remains €55 per year. 

 

For corporate members, however, the membership fees have been slightly increased as decided during the last 

General Assembly (ALV). The new rates for 2025 are as follows: 

• Corporate membership – start-up (<5 employees*) - €325 

• Corporate membership – small (<20 employees*) - €650 

• Corporate membership – medium (20-50 employees*) - €975 

• Corporate membership – large (>50 employees*) - €1950 

(*Based on full-time equivalents) 

 

More information about corporate memberships can be found on our website. 

 

Membership invoices were sent out in early March 2025, and for members with direct debit, the amount will be 

collected this month. Direct debit is the most efficient processing method for NVR. 

https://amsterdamspacesymposium.com/
mailto:info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl
https://ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/en/become-a-member/company-membership/
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Have you not yet set up direct debit? You can download the authorization form HERE. We highly appreciate it if you 

authorize us by returning the completed form to info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl.  

 

If you have any questions about your membership or fees, please feel free to contact us. 

 

3. Communication 
 

As mentioned in the chairman’s welcome address, this committee is in urgent need of reinforcement. Over the past 

year, there have been some changes within the team, resulting in the committee now being understaffed. Last year, 

we welcomed Marien Hofstee and returning member Mari van Alphen, but unfortunately, they have had to step 

down from their roles. 

 

Currently, the committee consists of Bushra Kiyani (board member and chair of the events committee), who is 

responsible for communication regarding NVR events, and Eveline van Beekhuizen from the secretariat, who 

manages mailings to members. 

 

We would love to welcome someone with a passion for communication, who can help publish association news on 

our website and social media channels. Interested? Sign up via the secretariat at info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl. 

 

Want to stay up to date with the latest news? Keep an eye on our website and follow us on social media! 

• Facebook 

• LinkedIn 

• Instagram 

• Twitter 

 

4. Web & IT 
 

In addition to keeping the website up to date and regularly posting on social media, we are currently working hard 

on a fresh new look for the NVR branding, including a new logo and a revamped website with a more user-friendly 

interface. The new website is nearly complete, and we are excited to launch it soon! More information will follow. 

 

5. Events 
 

This year, the events committee is once again organizing a series of activities aimed at bringing together members 

and enthusiasts while promoting the Dutch space sector. Last year, the Young Professionals committee and the 

events committee merged, allowing them to combine their strengths. Exciting plans are in the works! 

 

A look back at recent events: 

NVR Space Winter Drinks – On November 28, we hosted the first winter edition of this popular gathering. This time, 

the event took place in Leiden at Café Leidse Lente, bringing together NVR members and guests, including 

professionals from the industry and enthusiastic local members. Over drinks and snacks, attendees exchanged 

valuable insights about NVR activities. 

Discover Your Space – On December 3, 2024, the 10th edition of the ‘Discover Your Space’ event took place, 

organized by the NVR, Student Association VSV Leonardo da Vinci (Space Dispute RVD), SpaceNed, the Leiden-

Delft-Erasmus Universities, and NL Space Campus. This event is the place to be for students, young, and experienced 

https://ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/wp-content/uploads/Formulier-machtiging-automatische-incasso.pdf
mailto:info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl
mailto:info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl
https://www.facebook.com/ruimtevaart.nvr/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1634/
https://www.instagram.com/nvr_ruimtevaart/
https://x.com/NVR_Ruimtevaart
https://discoveryourspace.com/
https://vsv.tudelft.nl/
https://www.spacened.nl/
https://www.lde-space.nl/home
https://www.lde-space.nl/home
https://www.nlspacecampus.eu/
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professionals seeking career opportunities in the Dutch space sector, even if you are currently working outside the 

space industry. Peter Batenburg, board member of the NVR, has been dedicated to making this event a success for 

10 years. What started in a small room at the Faculty of Aerospace Engineering in Delft has now grown into a large 

event at the Aula of TU Delft. Over 20 companies and 200 students participated in the latest edition. The evening 

began with short pitches by participating companies, followed by a networking reception, giving attendees the 

opportunity to engage with various companies. Once again, it was a successful event! 

 

Raffle – Exhibition 'Destination Cosmos': At the end of January, we held a quiz for our members, with 4 sets of 2 tickets 

being raffled for the 'Destination Cosmos' exhibition at the Fabrique des Lumières. Over 70 members participated! 

The winners have been drawn and informed about their prize. They, along with a friend or family member, were able 

to visit the exhibition for free. 

 

 

 

NRM Lectures: A regular event that the NVR invites its members to are the NRM public lectures on space-related 

topics, held every first Saturday of the month at the National Space Museum (Aviation Museum Aviodrome) in 

Lelystad. On February 1, the lecture ‘From ANS to Apollo 15’ took place. It was an interesting presentation by Erik 

Kuulkers (ESA/ESTEC) about his historical research on X-ray sources! 

 

Then, on March 1, the lecture ‘Sparkwing: How a Small Solar Panel Became Big’ was held. This lecture told the story 

of Sparkwing, the world’s first commercially available, ready-to-use solar panel for small satellites. Made in Holland! 

The lecture was given by Niels van der Pas (Airbus). 

 

 

For more information about the public lectures at the National Space Museum, please visit the website: 

(www.nationaalruimtevaartmuseum.nl). The next lecture is scheduled for April 5. More details will follow. 

 

LEO-PNT Workshop: On February 5, the NVR, in collaboration with the NIN (Dutch Institute of Navigation), organized 

a workshop on ‘LEO-PNT’ at the NLR in Amsterdam. Over 70 participants attended the workshop, where several 

presentations were given on ‘Low Earth Orbit Positioning, Navigation & Timing’ (LEO-PNT). Various speakers from TU 

Delft, ESA, GMV, and Septentrio shared their updates on LEO-PNT, ranging from research to end-users. It was a 

successful event, with interesting and critical questions from the audience. Afterwards, a pleasant networking 

reception was held to conclude the event. 

 

https://www.fabrique-lumieres.com/nl/destination-cosmos
http://www.nationaalruimtevaartmuseum.nl/
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What’s coming up in the next few months? 

• March 18 – Mystery Movie Night, in Leiden 

• April 16-17 – Celebrating 20 Years of KUBIK, ESA-ESTEC 

• May (date to be communicated later) – Company Visit to Airbus, in Oegstgeest 

 

More information about upcoming events will be shared soon via our website, social media channels, and mailings. 

 

6. Editorial Team, Magazine Ruimtevaart 
 

The editorial team of the ‘Ruimtevaart’ magazine has produced four great issues in 2024. The fourth issue went to 

print in January. This year, the magazine included regular features such as the ‘Kroniek’ and the column by Piet 

Smolders, reviews of books, theater performances, and films, reports on NVR activities, and many in-depth articles 

about space-related topics—both technical and human interest—covering developments in the Netherlands, 

Europe, the world, and of course, a lot beyond that. 

 

Work is currently underway on the first issue of 2025. For the magazine Ruimtevaart, we rely on volunteers who 

contribute interesting ideas or articles as authors, and as always, we encourage anyone with a good idea for an 

article to contact a known editorial team member or email us at redactie@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl. Ruimtevaart is our 

association's magazine and can only continue to be published thanks to all the volunteers who contribute! 

 

 

https://ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/events/mystery-movie-night-3/
https://ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/events/celebrating-20-years-of-kubik/
mailto:redactie@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl

