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1. Word from the chair

Dear NVR members,

The year 2025 is almost over, and it has been an exceptionally eventful year! The society has

accomplished a great deal in terms of events and new projects, as you can read in this newsletter.
There were also many important developments on the international front:

%’ The ESA Ministerial Conference on 26 and 27 November was historic. The member states
collectively committed €22.3 billion to ESA programmes for the coming three years. Initially, it
appeared that the Netherlands would be one of the few countries to reduce its contribution, but
thanks to alarming signals from ESA towards the Netherlands and intensive lobbying efforts from
the sector, NL Space Campus, the province and the municipalities, the Dutch contribution was
increased at the very last moment by €109 million, bringing the total to €453 million.

The glass is both half full and half empty: it is positive that additional funding was secured, but even
with this one-off increase the Netherlands sfill lags behind many other countries, and the
percentage allocated to ESA programmes has decreased from 2.75% at MC2022 to 2.60% at

MC2025. What is important, however, is that all member states have expressed strong confidence
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in ESA, and that cooperation between the EU and ESA will be further expanded, including in the

area of ‘dual-use’ technologies.

«’ Europe is, fortunately, once again autonomous in terms of access to space, thanks to the
successful Ariane 6 and Vega-C launches in the second half of this year. In addition, the European
member states have invested heavily in the development of new rockets through the so-called
European Launcher Challenge, in which five parties are competing. In that context, the upcoming

launches by ISAR in Andaya (Norway) and RFA in Scotfland are of great importance.

% Cooperation between Europe and the United States on joint space projects remains uncertain
for some programmes. It is positive that NASA has confirmed its participation in the Rosalind Franklin
project (formerly ExoMars) and that it will provide the launch, propulsion and heater units. For other
projects, such as the scientific LISA mission, there is still uncertainty regarding the U.S. contribution.
Moreover, the impact of the United States’ new security strategy may also have consequences for

joint spaceflight plans.

%’ During MC2025 in Bremen, it was also decided that the first European astronaut to go to the
Moon will come from Germany. According to the current schedule, this is expected to take place

in 2028 during the Artemis 4 mission.

% Cooperation between Europe and other countries is also on the rise. Canada confirmed a
substantial increase in its confribution to ESA during MC2025, and new projects are being discussed

as well, including with India and Japan.

%’ For the Dutch space sector, the implementation of the contracts for the PAM-1 and TANGO
missions is of great importance (FSO, Axient, Cosine, VDL-EDG, ISISpace, TNO, SRON, KNMI).

% Airbus has secured a major order for more than 200 Sparkwing solar panel sets for a large

Canadian constellation, with Airborne also serving as a supplier.

% ATG and Airborne are working together on a contract with RFA for the development and

production of rocket structures.

%’ ESAis celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, and it has attracted a great deal of attention.
The fact that the Netherlands hosts the largest space centre at ESTEC in Noordwijk has been
essential for the development of the Dutch space sector. The success of Space Expo Noordwijk
and the ambitious expansion plans of the NL Space Campus are a direct result of this. These positive

signals were clearly reflected in the final and increased Dutch contribution during MC2025.
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For our society, these were the developments:

«’ In recent months, several events have been organised, such as the company visit to Airbus at
the new production facility in Oegstgeest. With nearly three times as many registrations as available
spots, many NVR members will have to wait for the next visit. Airbus expects that this can likely take

place in the second quarter of 2026. Further information will follow.

%’ The ESTEC Open Day on 8 October was a great success thanks to the efforts of the events

committee and volunteers from our society. During this day, the new branding and NVR website
were officially launched, including the ‘MyNVR' module for our members. Many thanks to Wendy
Mensink, Coen Martinus, Eveline van Beekhuizen and Emonks (website developer Jeffrey Pisa) for
their work on this. Special thanks also go to Peter Batenburg for his earlier contributions to the

development of ‘MyNVR'.

% In the update from the events committee later in this newsletter, you will find more about other
activities, such as the ‘Mystery Movie Night',” the Pub Quiz, the lecture '‘ESTEC — Noordwijk: Past,
Present, Future’, and most recently the successful ‘Discover Your Space 2025" at TU Delft, led by

Peter Batenburg — once again a fop-notch event.

Cesa

European Space Agency

Noordwijk = ESTEC.
(verleden; heden, toekol

Dietmar Pilz gl PieteryVan Beek

Lecture: ESTEC — Noordwijk: Past, present, future’

A special word of thanks goes to Bushra Kyani. For many years, she dedicated
herself wholeheartedly to numerous NVR events. Unfortunately, she has

indicated that, for personal reasons, she no longer has the time to continue

doing so. We are very grateful for all her efforts and will miss her involvement in
organising events, but fortunately we are certain that we will still see her often

as an NVR member.

The following events are planned for 2026:
¢ TNO company visit — Delft, 29 January (17:00-20:00)
e NVR-NIN-TU Delft workshop: 11 March at TU Delft on lunar navigation and communication
o Airbus Oegstgeest — second visit: second quarter

¢ NRM-NVR lectures: every first Saturday of the month at Aviodrome, Lelystad


https://airbusdefenceandspacenetherlands.nl/
https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Videos/2025/10/ESA_Open_Days_at_ESTEC_2025/(lang)
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Finally, in 2026 the NVR will celebrate its 75th anniversary, and of course we intend to mark this in a
fitting way. The board will establish a ‘75 Years’ project group for this purpose. Further information will

follow.

We would also like to highlight several other events:

e Amsterdam Space Symposium: 3-4 March in Amsterdam

e 2nd Conference on Earth-Space Sustainability: Law, Stewardship, Equity: 18-20 March in

Leiden

Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all our board and committee members, as well
as the many volunteers, for their dedication. | would also like to take this opportunity to wish all our
members a very merry and enjoyable Christmas, and a healthy, happy and successful space year
in 2026.

Pieter van Beekhuizen

Chairman NVR

2. Update Secretariat / Treasurer

As of 1 January 2026, the regular membership fees will remain unchanged (€40 for regular
membership, €30 for paid student membership, including hardcopy delivery of the magazine, and
€55 for members abroad and for members who wish to receive all society correspondence by
post). The student membership with digital magazine delivery will remain free of charge. The

membership fees for corporate members will also remain the same as the 2025 rates.

In early March 2026, the membership invoices for the year will be sent out, and the amounts will be
collected for members who have authorised direct debit. For the NVR, processing via direct debit
is the most convenient. If you have not yet authorised direct debit, you can download an
authorisation form HERE. We would greatly appreciate it if you would authorise us by returning this

form to info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl.

Do you have any questions about the membership fees or your membership? Please feel free to

contfact us.

3. Communication

In the newsletter earlier this year, we issued a call to members to stfrengthen the communications
committee. This committee is responsible for all communications from the society to its members
and partner organisations, including news updates on the welbsite, mailings to members, and social

media posts. We are pleased to report that the desired reinforcement has arrived! Members Fabio


https://www.amsterdamspacesymposium.com/
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/law/institute-of-public-law/institute-of-air-space-law/events/2nd-conference-on-earth-space-sustainability-law-stewardship-equity
https://ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Formulier-machtiging-automatische-incasso.pdf
mailto:info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl
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Zandanel and Lina I' Amie have joined, and a new addition is also Andy McGarry from the events
committee. Eveline van Beekhuizen from the secretariat was already involved and continues to be

part of the team.

Welcome Fabio, Lina and Andy!

Want to stay up to date with the latest news? Keep an eye on our website and follow us on social
media:

e Facebook

e Linkedin
e Instagram
e Twitter

4. NVR in a new look & lancering MyNVR

You may have already noticed... the NVR has a new logo, a new Ci Nederlandse

website and a new motto — a completely new identity that we Vereniging voor

o Ruimtevaart

are proud of! Take a look at our website:

= www.ruimtevaart-nvr.nl

For 74 years, we have been bringing fogether Dutch space professionals and enthusiasts to share
our passion for space. We are the largest and oldest socity within the Dutch space ecosystem,
founded in 1951. This sense of connection and confinuity is now expressed in our new moftto: ‘Home

to space enthusiasts and professionals.’

The visual elements and typography have been refreshed. Our logo reflects our Dutch roots
through its orange colours. Blue symbolises our ambition to reach beyond our own planet and
explore new perspectives. The logo is inspired by the sunrise on Mars, with the sun —rising in a sea

of blue — above the planet’s orange surface.

In addition to the launch of our new website, another long-standing wish of the society has now
been fulfilled with the infroduction of MyNVR: a personal environment for every member in which

all NVR documents are cenftrally stored. All members can use it for:


https://www.facebook.com/ruimtevaart.nvr/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1634/
https://www.instagram.com/nvr_ruimtevaart/
https://x.com/NVR_Ruimtevaart
http://www.ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/
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e ALV documents
e Newsletters
e Annual reports

e The complet‘Ruimtevaart’ magazine archive
The MyNVR environment is part of the new website and identity that were recently fully launched.
All members have received an email with instructions on how to access their personal MyNVR

profile.

Any questions? Send an email to: info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl

5. Events

This year, the events committee once again organised a wide range of activities with the aim of
bringing members and interested parties fogether, and promoting the Dutch space sector. First,

let's look back at the events that took place since the previous newsletter:

Mystery Movie Night - On Tuesday, 18 March, the Netherlands Space

Society (NVR), together with the International Institute of Air and

Space Law (lIASL), organised a new edition of the ‘Mystery Movie
Night' at Leiden University. Wild Wild Space was screened — highly

recommended!

. /’ : moﬂ IGINAL
" WILD WILD

Celebrating 20 Years of KUBIK — We sfill vividly remember the day the SPACE
Delta mission began on 19 April 2004: the first flight of André Kuipers to

the International Space Station (ISS). Especially for this mission, ESA
developed the KUBIK biological incubator for conducting biological experiments in space. Two
KUBIK units travelled to space together with André. In the years that followed, KUBIK became one
of the most successful devices on the ISS. Small, flexible, reusable and — certainly by space
standards — remarkably inexpensive, KUBIK has proven ifs value by supporting nearly 60 (!)
biological experimentsin space. Since 2004, another seven KUBIK units have been launched to the
ISS, and in the past 20 years there has been almost no day without a KUBIK operating on the ISS.

This milestone was celebrated during a festive symposium held at ESTEC in Noordwijk on 16 and 17

April.

KUBIK _ <o
20 years of . &7 A& @esa

Space BIOIOgy\’ 16-17 April 2025

ESTEC, Noordwijk (NL)



mailto:info@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/law/institute-of-public-law/institute-of-air-space-law#:~:text=The%20International%20Institute%20of%20Air%20and%20Space%20Law,activities%20in%20the%20broadest%20sense%20of%20the%20word.
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/law/institute-of-public-law/institute-of-air-space-law#:~:text=The%20International%20Institute%20of%20Air%20and%20Space%20Law,activities%20in%20the%20broadest%20sense%20of%20the%20word.
https://atpi.eventsair.com/20yearsofkubik
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Vakkanjers — How can you solve problems here on Earth using
space? Children participating in this tfechnology competition,
organised by Vakkanjers, were given the challenge to think
about exactly that. Our chairman Pieter was one of the jury

members at the regional final Space Mission Earth in Artis on 7

April, and again on 3 June atf the national final in the Evoluon in Eindhoven.

Airbus Netherlands, company visit — On 5 June 2025, we visited the newest Airbus Defence and
Space production facility in Leiden! The afternoon began with an inspiring presentation by Airbus
director Frank Meiboom, which set the tone for what was to come. We were warmly welcomed
with drinks and snacks, followed by a four of the impressive production facility. It was a great
opportunity to network, learn and experience innovation up close.

As menfioned in the welcome message, unforfunately we were not able to offer a spot to all

members who had registered, due fo limited capacity. We are working fo plan a new visit in 2026.

Annual General Assembly, CGI, Rotterdam — On 10 June 2025, the NVR Annual General Assembly

took place at CGI Netherlands. Take a look at our website fo read about the main topics that were

discussed.

SGAC / NVR Space Pub Quiz - On Friday, 10 October, the Netherlands Space Society (NVR) and

the Space Generation Advisory Council (SGAC) jointly organized a lively Space Pub Quiz in the

cozy basement of Het Boterhuis in Delft. The sold-out event brought fogether teams from across
the Dutch space community, including Airbus, Cosine, TU Delft, and the Space Law Department

of Leiden University, along with other enthusiastic space fans. It was such a fun evening!


https://vakkanjers.nl/
https://airbusdefenceandspacenetherlands.nl/
https://www.cgi.com/nl/nl
https://ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/en/news/nvr-general-assembly-10-june-2025/
https://spacegeneration.org/
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ESTEC Open Day — Of course, the NVR was present once again af the ESTEC Open Day on 12

October 2025. This time, our participation had an exira festive touch as we celebrated the
society’'s renewed identity, featuring our brand-new logo on chocolates and matching
merchandise. It was an inspiring and engaging day on which we were able to get many people

excited about becoming members.

NRM Lectures - A regular activity for which the NVR invites its members is the series of NRM public

lectures on spaceflight-related topics, held on the first Saturday of every month at the National

Space Museum (Aviation Museum Aviodrome) in Lelystad. In recent months, these were the

topics and speakers:

o 5 April - Lecture 'Ontdek de wereld van raketontstekers en ruimtereizen!’ by Edwin
Vermeulen, APP

e 3 May - Lecture ‘Telescopen, als reuzenogen gericht op het heelal’ by Alex Scholten (Bussloo
Public Observatory

e 7 June - Lecture ‘Het ontstaan van de elementen’ by Prof. Henny Lamers (Astronomical
Institute, University of Amsterdam)

e 5 July - Lecture 'Ontwikkelingen van de Ruimtevaart in China’' by Bert Vis

e 6 September - Lecture ‘Space; het belang van het ruimtedomein voor Defensie’ by Petra
Wijnja (Defence, Space Security Center)

e 4 October - Lecture ‘Zoeken naar buitenaards leven’ by Inge Loes ten Kate (Utrecht
University)

e 1 November - Lecture ‘Een flitsend heelal’ by John Heise (SRON)

e 6 December - Lecture ‘Low-Earth-Orbit Satelliet Navigatie: Baanbrekend, of een ver-van-mijn-
bed show?' by Heike Engwerda (NLR)

For more information about the public lectures at the National Space Museum, please visit the

website: (www.nationaalruimtevaartmuseum.nl).



https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Videos/2025/10/ESA_Open_Days_at_ESTEC_2025/(lang)
www.nationaalruimtevaartmuseum.nl
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Mystery Movie Night, TU Delft - On 13 November, another
‘Mystery Movie Night' was organized in Delft by the
Netherlands Space Society (NVR) and the Space Flight
Department (RVD) of VSV lLeonardo da Vinci. From great

conversations over pizza to a full cinema hall and a lively ;
networking drink afferwards — the energy and enthusiasm for spaceflight were truly inspiring. The

film shown was ‘Gravity'.

Discover Your Space — On 2 December, the NVR, together with the Space

Department (RVD), VSV Leonardo da Vinci, SpaceNed and NL Space

Campus, organized the 11th edition of Discover Your Space at the Faculty
of Aerospace Engineering at TU Delft. €7 A total of 30 companies active in

the Dutch space sector presented themselves through pitch presentations

and engaged with students and young professionals aspiring to a career in the
space industry at their booths. Many thanks to the organizers and all the companies that took

part! You can find them listed on our website HERE.

Closing Remarks

Which events are coming up? The chair has already mentioned them in his welcome speech.

Keep an eye on our agenda. Stay funed...!

6. Redactie Blad Ruimtevaart

The editorial team of the magazine Ruimtevaart has published three issues so far in 2025, with the
fourth one about to be released any moment now! As always, the magazine includes familiar
sections such as the Chronicle and Piet Smolders’ column, as well as reviews of books, theatre
productions and fiims, reports on NVR activities, and many in-depth arficles on space-related
topics—covering ftechnical developments and human-interest stories from the Netherlands,

Europe, the rest of the world, and of course far beyond.

For our magazine Ruimtevaart, we depend on volunteers who contribute interesting ideas or
articles as authors. Therefore, as always, we invite anyone with a good idea for an arficle tfo getin

touch with a known editorial team member or via the email address: redactie@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl.



https://vsv.tudelft.nl/
https://vsv.tudelft.nl/
https://www.spacened.nl/
https://www.nlspacecampus.eu/
https://www.nlspacecampus.eu/
https://discoveryourspace.com/
https://ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/en/news/discover-your-space/
https://ruimtevaart-nvr.nl/en/events/
mailto:redactie@ruimtevaart-nvr.nl
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Ruimtevaart is our society’'s magazine and can only continue fo be published thanks to the

volunteers who conftributel

RUIMTEVAART

Karel Wakker
Argonaut

Teal Ruby Crew-10

ISS 3D prints
Sign.in Space
Ariane op Zuid
ESA astronauten




